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Notes from the Mayor’s Community Conversation - Friday 15th June 2018 
Bishopston, Cotham & Redland Community Partnership  -  1pm-3pm, Horfield Quaker Meeting House 

Guests: Mayor Marvin Rees, Ellie Milone (City Partnerships & Engagement Manager, Mayor's Office), Jason 

Thorn (BCC economics team), Alex Selway (Policy intern, Mayor's Office) 

 

Local attendees: Approximately 30 people, including 2 councillors and residents from Ashley Down (2), 

Bishopston (12), Cotham (3), Horfield (4), Redland (1), others undeclared. 

 

Before the Mayor arrived, attendees started by listing the topics they wished to see raised. Three groups 

were formed of those interested in similar topics. The Mayor and his team circulated to each group  

Notes from Volunteering / Street Scene / Ardagh group 

Street Scene Group  

The resignation of the volunteer team resulted in some changes which then enabled the team to resume 

their great work keeping Gloucester Road clear from graffiti. 

 

The group has to pay for its own public liability cover - it was suggested they should be afforded the same 

cover as other volunteer activities covered by BCC such as litter picking. 

 

[Reply since received from Alex Selway, Mayor’s Office:  I brought this to the attention of Kurt James, 

project manager of the Clean Streets Campaign. Kurt has replied to say the difference between parks / 

Clean Streets volunteers is that Clean Streets volunteers are not working for Bristol City Council nor Bristol 

Waste Company as they conduct self-organised events. Conversely, BCC Parks volunteers receive the Parks 

Volunteering Training Course and are therefore subsequently covered by BCC insurance.  Clean Streets 

volunteers all sign a disclaimer which states: 

“Volunteers should not participate in litter picks unless they understand and accept that participation is 

entirely at their own risk. Volunteers are not working for, or on behalf of, Bristol Waste Company or Bristol 

City Council, therefore the Company or the Council will not be held responsible for any loss, damage or 

inconvenience caused as a result of the actions and omissions of volunteers or this guidance.”] 

The Ardagh Community Trust 

It was recognised that we are all looking to improve access to quality sports facilities for the local 

community. However, tennis courts only project to have a 50% occupancy rate whereas a multi-sport use of 

the courts would result in a much higher occupancy rate and would meet the expressed needs of the local 

community - and the youth in particular - much more effectively. 

 

At the Cabinet meeting held on 5 June it was clearly stated that ACT would be sent (i) copies of the written 

answers to all 8 questions which had been submitted, and (ii) the financial appraisal of the city-wide tennis 

offer. None of the documents have been sent. Action: Mayor would follow up to ensure documents are 

circulated. 

 

Cllr Kye Dudd had stated that he would not consider the impact of the decision concerning the Lawn Tennis 

Association scheme on any aspect other than sports. The Mayor agreed this did not align with the ‘One City 

Plan’ ethos BCC are working on. 

 

It was queried whether the city-wide tennis proposal had taken account of the impact on local private 

sector service providers. For example, there are several small private tennis clubs within one mile or so of 

the Ardagh. 

Other points 

There were concerns about the silo effect of working with the Council - especially when an activity 

straddles several departments - and the challenges of finding the correct/same officer to work with over a 
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period of time, with the appropriate level of authority. Action: Mayor to encourage/facilitate a much more 

coherent approach for community engagement. 

 

Budgets with small pots of funding would help support community initiatives e.g. Street Scene.  

 

The role of and support for volunteers in the community by the Council could also be a potential topic for a 

‘Hot Coffee: Hot Topic’ meeting. There is a need to hear the quieter voices. 

Notes from Traffic / Parking group 

(This group included Cllr Martin Fodor and Kay from Bishopston and St Andrews Traffic and Parking Group) 

Residents Parking  

Increasing number of residents outside the Redland RPZ are interested in either extending its area or 

creating a new area. However, the process for making a case is lengthy and would require Highways 

validation – it is not clear how this could be achieved. Action: Martin Fodor to arrange meeting with the 

Mayor, also with Mhairi Threlfall (parking), Kye Dudd (air quality), and Peter Mann (highways), on issues 

faced by those outside current RPZ areas, ‘joined up’ initiatives, and technical assistance to get anywhere 

with concrete options, and to make the guidance for ‘member led’ new schemes more usable. 

 

Clean Air Zone 

If a medium-size CAZ is introduced, there is the potential for even more vehicles to park in 

Redland/Bishopston to avoid entering the zone.  

There should be joined-up thinking about the effects of zone boundaries for RPZ and CAZ. 

The Mayor suggested Kay could take part in a ‘Hot Coffee: Hot Topic’ monthly meetings at City Hall on the 

topic of parking with a resident’s perspective of the many things going on at once near these streets.  He 

said he’d make sure key officers attend who are dealing with all the disparate initiatives/strategies (to show 

how Kay’s point that they interact these nearby streets with negative impacts so consideration needs to be 

built in - not picked up later). Action: Kay to follow up with Mayor’s office. 

20mph 

The problem is not so much that of expanding or contracting 20mph area, but of enforcement of the 

20mph limit, especially near schools (such as on Bishop Road). 

Other points 

An excess of £2 million has been raised from existing RPZ charges – where has this money gone? 

[Reply since received from Alex Selway at Mayor’s Office:  I raised this with Mhairi Threlfall, our Cabinet 

member for Transport, who replied with a short summary of the current RPZ structure. 

RPZ revenue is currently being used to support the costs of running and supporting the schemes (including 

the RPZ reviews) with the surplus being used to repay the capital cost of building the schemes and 

supporting the Transport budget as a whole. The last loan repayment is scheduled for 2019/20. 

Once the RPZ capital cost has been repaid, revenue will be spent on transport improvements by supporting 

the budget for transport.] 

An Arena at Filton and the removal of Severn Bridge tolls would increase traffic along Gloucester Road. 

Pointed out that a lot of highways issues are held up by the lack of officers available to do the preliminary 

investigation, consultation and design work and particularly to draw up and get approval for any associated 

Traffic Regulation Order. 

Notes from Traders / Gloucester Rd group 

(Jason Thorn BCC took away actions for response) 
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Parking for shopping 

Traders felt that the tidal flow bus lanes were not needed and that they had reduced footfall to shops. 

Trading was down - though other traders said theirs was up.  Asked whether nurses and doctors could have 

permits to allow them to park in residents parking areas, Mayor said this was already in hand.  RPZ just 

pushes problem into next area. Could shoppers use empty bays in Cotham/Redland areas- was this 

submitted as idea during review? People were no longer shopping on Gloucester Road because they 

couldn’t park – going to e.g. Henleaze Road butchers. 

Planning 

One trader said consultation on Gloucester Road conservation area was not properly advertised, and 

planning requirements were cutting across his ability to maintain his business. He wanted to subdivide a 

double shop back into individual shops with separate entrances, but this had been held up in planning. 

Action: JasonThorn  (BCC) to investigate.  

Other points 

Had traders considered different models of trading to catch business e.g. longer opening hours in the 

evening - needed to all do it, not just one shop or it wouldn’t work.  

What is the hold-up with providing bike stands on Gloucester Road, applied for 9 months ago?  

Could Bristol do something to support independent retailers who pay much more council tax than 

residents?  Perhaps reduction for businesses with headquarters in Bristol.  

Overton Road has been closed for 6 months and due to remain so for another 6 months. Could this be 

made permanent so creating a space for traders to hold markets/ events etc?  Mayor said they needed to 

consult then bring idea forward as part of BID application. 

Mayor suggested that ‘High Streets’ could be a topic in the ‘Hot Coffee: Hot Topic’ monthly meetings at City 

Hall. The next (September) meeting would be on Gentrification, but it was possible to email the Mayor’s 

office with ideas for topics - possible inviting Cllr Nicola Beech as a speaker/participant. Action: Anne-Louise 

Perez to contact Mayor’s office about Hot Coffee: Hot Topic event. 

Summary Session  

After the Mayor had gone round the three groups, and had summarised what he had heard, there was a 

general question and answer session.  This included two questions put by residents who were not able to 

attend the meeting. 

The amount of upheaval within the Council organisation was noted, leading to difficulties finding the 

appropriate officers with whom to raise issues. The Mayor stated that his top-level team were now in place.  

The number of HMOs with an annual turnover of students was pointed out, which lead to issues with noise 

and waste management. It was suggested that landlords should be forced to take greater responsibility for 

the condition of their properties and face fines for not dealing with rubbish. The question was also raised of 

whether landlords of HMOs should be liable for business rates on their properties. The Mayor agreed that 

there was a balance to be found between the benefits that thriving universities bring to the city and the 

social consequences of the rising student numbers.  

[Notes contributed by: Clare Bishop, Alison Boulton, Alison Bromilow, Martin Fodor, Roger Gimson, Kevin 

Molloy, Sam Thomson] 

BCR Community Partnership 

21 June 2018 


