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BCR Community Partnership Response to Consultation on  

Removal of remaining funding supporting neighbourhood action 

 

Bishopston, Cotham and Redland Community Partnership (BCR CP) is one of the community 

groups being formed to continue the spirit of local cooperation and involvement 

championed by Neighbourhood Partnerships. The proposal to remove the final piece of 

funding that previously formed the 'Wellbeing Fund' is another blow to local community 

action and empowerment. 

Given the withdrawal, within a short period, of Council funding for local road schemes, for 

local decisions about development mitigation (CIL), and for most spending on parks and 

green spaces, the neighbourhood funding is the only remaining element of Council support 

for locally agreed activities that is not focused on meeting centrally directed priorities. As 

such, for areas such as ours which do not qualify for special support, it is ending the final 

link to Council engagement. Future voluntary initiative will have to take place despite, 

rather than with the assistance of the Council.  

 

During the lifetime of the BCR Neighbourhood Partnership, it was able to distribute small 

grants to community groups to support many activities, as shown in the full list of BCR 

grants awarded. The awards were spread across a range of local priorities. For example, 

almost a quarter were allocated to activities for young people, covering sports, play 

equipment, toddlers groups and after-school activities. The same proportion contributed to 

improvements to local parks and green spaces and to street trees. Further areas of 

allocation included: improving our street scene by tackling tagging, littering, and poor 

domestic and commercial waste practices; and improving the lives of people through 

neighbourliness, working with older people, street events and arts activities. 

In all these projects, the small amount of funding provided through the Council was key to 

unlocking many hours of voluntary work from community groups and volunteers, and 

included activities that might formerly have been seen as the responsibility of the Council. 

For example, the BCR Street Scene group was able to demonstrate that they could keep on 

top of repeated tagging and littering, and maintain the local environment for residents and 

businesses, while saving the Council many thousands of pounds in the process. By 

demonstrating what could be done, they were then able to persuade the local Business 

Improvement District to contribute to their costs. 

Another illustration of seed funding was a small grant given to the first Window 

Wanderland art event held in Bishopston. This was such a success that it led to the 

organisers attracting other funding and making it an annual event that will be held in six 

different neighbourhoods across Bristol (and more beyond) in 2018. 
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For the last two years of the Neighbourhood Partnership, the 'Little Grants for Big Ideas' 

showed how very small amounts of funding (up to £350 per grant) could be used to boost 

ideas for community activity that were directly chosen by the people living in the local 

community. 

 

Despite the financial difficulties created through government austerity, we strongly 

disagree with the removal of this final element of Council support for local community 

initiatives. The seed funding of voluntary actions, especially ones that reduce the burden on 

Council services, pays for itself many time over. It can have a significant effect in engaging 

people with local issues and helping to find local solutions. 

 

As the Bristol City Council Corporate Strategy 2017-2022 states: 

"The people living and working in Bristol must be part of the solution too. Communities and 

individuals will need to take control of their own change by reducing their demand on 

services where they can, by taking more control over their own issues, or changing some 

behaviours. If we cannot gain the support of local people in these ways then we will have no 

alternative but to take difficult decisions about reducing services or even stopping them 

altogether." 

 

We are trying to do this by being part of the solution, so let us. 

Please reconsider this final cut. 

 

Bishopston Cotham & Redland Community Partnership 

Steering Group 

Email: info@bcrcp.org.uk 

 


